
D
A

VI
D

SO
NS DAIRY TEC

H
D

A
VI

D
SO

NS DAIRY TEC
H

ISSUE NUMBER 3 

 

DAVIDSONS ANIMAL FEEDS 
Dairy Newsletter – Spring Turn Out 2021

Beet pulp is another more locally produced feed under 
tight supply. On a more positive note, the UK has agreed 
to increase the amount of renewables used in vehicle 
fuel, so this should see the re opening of the Vivergo 
plant later this year. Yes, this puts an increased demand 
on the domestic wheat market, but also gives us a much 
needed by product which is a great source of protein.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
So how is this effecting farmers? For those that have been 
contracted for feeds this winter then prices should have 
remained at levels agreed last autumn but others will likely 
have seen some price rises over the last few months. As 
feed manufacturer supplies are used up and we head into 
the summer, there will be no magic fix to the factors I have 
already mentioned so it seems inevitable that we will see 
further price increases to the end user. 
What do animals need? This will be a key discussion over 

the next few months on farms. Re 
assessing requirements, feeding what is 
needed, and managing rations will be vital 
to success. 
Davidsons Dairy Tech team are available 
to offer technical advice and make sure 
your cows are getting the best out of their 
feed this summer. 

Michael Carruthers
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The ever increasing  
cost of feed . . .

Global factors this winter have resulted in significant 
price rises for the feeds that we use as the demand for 
the world’s stocks has increased. China for example has 
been, and will continue to be, a major importer of animal 
feeds. During their trade war with the USA, their stocks 
were depleted and they are now re stocking at a rapid 
rate. 
Coupled with them rebuilding their Pig industry after 
African Swine Flu with a trend for more large scale 
intensive units aimed at better feeding their population 
their demand on the global market is predicted by some 
traders to continue at pace for another two years. 
Closer to home, the uncertainty around Brexit has had a 
major effect on currency. The UK has become a cheap 
source of cereals which have been exported in huge 
amounts. The feed industry is now having to match these 
export prices in order to secure supplies for these home-
grown animal feeds. Covid too has had an effect on feed 
supply and prices. As the demand for food and drink has 
reduced as lockdown has crippled the hospitality sector, 
the factories have produced less, bread and beer for 
example. So again, we see a tightening supply of 
products such as wheatfeed and brewery by products. 
These factors coupled with more difficult growing 
conditions around Europe in cereals for example, are 
restricting supplies and driving prices upwards.



Increase summer profit  
margins with C16

Rumen protected fats play a key role in dairy rations and 
are a vital source of energy. Selecting a protected fat is 
key to achieving maximum profit from your cows. In order 
to do so, the following factors would need to be 
considered: your system, time of year and milk contract. 
Palmitic acid (C16:0) contains the ability to bypass the 
rumen and be absorbed in the mammary gland 
subsequently increasing butterfat content in milk. 
Megafat 88 is a unique formulation with high palmitic 
fatty acids of 88% providing increased milk fats. Feeding 
Megafat 88 in rations has shown a butterfat increase of 
up to 0.5% in recent studies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
During grazing months, typically butterfats can slump by 
0.2%. How much does this cost you? 
Butterboost is your answer. A high fibre, high energy 
compound. Through feeding this diet we found customers 
were gaining between 0.2-0.3% on their butterfat. As 
shown in the table below, a herd of 200 cows feeding 
Butterboost were gaining over £2,000 per month and 
over £11,000 throughout the summer. Milk companies 
are now concentrating more on milk quality which we 
need to adapt to and through feeding protected fats this 
will be achieved. 

                    Per Cow       Herd            1 month       Summer 
                    (Per Day)      (Per Day)     (Herd)          period (Herd) 

Total             0.36            72.00         2232           11160 
profit (£) 

 
Sam Hodgson 

Get in touch: 
Contact – 01501 820473 

Email – dairytech@davidsonsfeeds.co.uk 
Website – www.davidsonsfeeds.co.uk
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Balance the protein in your diets 
to avoid piling on the £££’s

As Michael has discussed, bought in protein prices have 
been under pressure throughout this winter and will 
continue to play a factor in the months to come. 
There is positive news though. As we approach turnout, 
cows will soon be let out to plentiful fresh grass, which 
will offer her a great deal of home grown, high protein 
forage. Utilising this high protein grass to the best of the 
cows ability, without waste or overfeeding protein from 
bought in feedstuffs will be key to maximising not only 
performance, but margins too. 
Each herd has different targets and systems in place and 
will therefore have differing nutritional requirements. In 
general, a cow does not have a requirement for soya, 
rapemeal or any other specific protein source, but 
instead she has a nutritional requirement for 
Metabolisable Protein. 
To meet a cows Metabolisable Protein requirement 
we need to provide her with a diet containing Rumen 
Degradable Protein (RDP) and Digestible 
Undegradable Protein (DUP) also described as 
bypass protein. The key is then to provide the correct 
balance between RDP and DUP and understand how 
different feedstuffs help us meet this requirement. 
Table 1: Protein Sources 

Feedstuff              Energy         Crude Protein    ERDP         DUP 
                          (MJ/kgDM)    (%/kgDM)          (g/kgDM)    (g/kgDM) 

Grass                   11.8            20                    123           42 

Distillers              14.8            28                    135           45 
Dark Grains – Maize 

Hipro Soya           13.6            52                    325           133 

Rapeseed Meal     12.1            42                    284           88 

Urea (46%N)        0                 287.5               2250         0 

As shown in Table 1, grazed grass provides the cow with 
huge amounts of RDP, often in excess of her requirements. 
So what should we be looking for this turnout? 
• A balanced ration to maximise yields 
• Balanced supply of RDP and DUP to complement 

grass 
• No Urea in a grazing ration – enough supply of RDP 

from grass and other feedstuffs 
• Monitoring of grazing quality 

throughout the season 
• For high crude protein grass – 

balance with a low crude protein 
compound e.g. 14% 

If you would like to discuss your summer 
grazing plans for your herd, please do 
not hesitate to give the team a call. 

James Bendle


